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learning his drill. The assumption of these new duties
had not been made without a sacrifice of long-laid and
long-cherished plans; for Lord Minto had always de-
sired that his son's entrance into public life should be
preceded by a University education, and he was well
aware that to substitute for this the life of camps
would be a severe test to the habits of occupation, and
to the intellectual and political tastes which he sought
to foster in his son.

In the spring of the year Lord Minto had commenced
a regular correspondence with Gilbert Elliot, with the
intention of initiating him in those concerns of public
and private interest which occupied the thoughts of his
parents. No doubt with the view of guiding his son's
judgment to just and candid conclusions on political
subjects, he wrote fully to him of men and measures,
and invariably in the same spirit of fair and tolerant
criticism. No bitter or even depreciatory word of his
laid the foundation of an hereditary prejudice ; whilst
the first political enthusiasms awakened in his son were
called into existence by the eloquence of Fox and the
brilliant powers of Sheridan. c You will consider,' wrote
the father to the son, 4 what I write to you as the first
proof of that entire and unlimited confidence to wlmoh
your age and your character entitle you on all subject-;
from me. I own I look to a cordial and unreserved
intercourse with you as the principal comfort of a
period of life which generally requires comforts, and in
which, however, one such comfort makes full amends
for many of the enjoyments that are gone by.9